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 NET software and others License for statistical softwares have been modified to help researchers with free and open source
software license Modified by: Pranav Maghe & Thomas Jackson 1. Introduction {#sec1} =============== The field of
statistical modeling and analysis has grown rapidly in the last years. The increased use of statistical methods in biomedical

studies can be attributed to the enormous body of evidence on the association between genetic polymorphisms and the risk of
developing many different types of diseases. Therefore, the growing interest of statisticians in this type of studies has produced

a great interest in statistical software in the last years. The current statistical softwares can be grouped in two main groups:
statistical software with an interactive user interface (e.g. R, SAS, SPSS) and statistical software with a user friendly graphical
user interface (e.g. Matlab, Stata, Minitab, Sage, Splus). Most of statistical software have multiple versions available and with

each new version the new functionality is added or updated. In this review we briefly describe the main differences between the
main statistical softwares that are available on the market and their most important features. We have focused on free and open
source statistical softwares which are increasingly used in biomedical research. In particular we have described and compared
the most important free and open source statistical softwares available on the market. All the statistical softwares are available

freely and open source. The major differences between the softwares are listed in [Table 1](#tbl1){ref-type="table"}. The
software developed by the StataCorp (State College, TX) or the SAS Institute (Cary, NC) are very popular among statistical
software for the medical and biostatisticians. The SAS/STAT user-friendly command-driven interface can be easily used by

those without previous statistical knowledge. SAS/STAT is also equipped with the Software for Visualization and Data
Manipulation (SVAN) for data manipulation. The software Matlab and Splus are more suitable for the younger generation. The
interface in Matlab is more intuitive and the syntax of the commands is similar to that of the programming language. Splus is a

commercial software, has a comprehensive documentation and a big community of users. However, it has more commands than
other software and the documentation has not the same quality. The software Develve (or Versatile Software for Data

Engineering) developed by the Mathworks (Nat 82157476af
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